
 

 

June 9, 2025 

RE:  Support for Disability/Rehabilitation Research at NIH/NCMRR in FY 2026  

Dear Chairs Moore Capito and Aderholt and Ranking Members Baldwin and DeLauro: 

On behalf of the Disability and Rehabilitation Research Coalition (DRRC) and wider disability 
and rehabilitation research community, the undersigned individuals, organizations and 
institutions urge you to strongly support full funding for medical rehabilitation and disability-
related research at the National Institutes of Health, particularly, the National Center for Medical 
Rehabilitation Research (NCMRR) within the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), in the FY 2026 Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill. 

NCMRR supports approximately $90 million in rehabilitation science annually and is statutorily 
designated as the agency within NIH to coordinate over $900 million in rehabilitation and 
disability research conducted and supported across many of the NIH’s 27 Institutes and Centers. 
Unlike many other NIH Institutes and Centers, the NCMRR does not receive a direct 
appropriation from Congress; instead, its funding is allocated as a percentage of the overall 
budget of NICHD. As such, we do not request a specific funding level for NICHD and NCMRR 
but urge Congress to fully fund these important research agencies. 
 

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
Chair 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies 
170 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Robert Aderholt 
Chair 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies 
272 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 

 
The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
Ranking Member 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies 
703 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Ranking Member 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies 
2413 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 

 



 

NCMRR supports biomedical and engineering research aimed at improving function, 
rehabilitation outcomes, and quality of life for individuals with disabilities due to injury, illness, 
or congenital conditions. Its portfolio includes critical work on stroke recovery, spinal cord 
injury, traumatic brain injury, developmental and neuromuscular disorders, limb loss, and many 
other disabling conditions. NCMRR also plays a key leadership role within NIH by coordinating 
rehabilitation science across institutes and fostering innovation in a way that maximizes the 
return on the federal investment in rehabilitation and disability science. 
 
We also strongly oppose any proposal to impose a 15% cap on indirect costs for federal research 
grants. Indirect costs are essential for supporting the infrastructure and administrative functions 
necessary to conduct high-quality research, including facilities, compliance, and data security. 
Artificially capping these costs would disproportionately impact academic and nonprofit research 
institutions—particularly those with limited resources—and reduce the capacity of the field to 
engage in sustained, meaningful scientific inquiry. Such a policy would ultimately weaken the 
impact and efficiency of federal investment in rehabilitation research. 
 
In addition, we urge NIH to prioritize and implement the NIH Strategic Plan for Disability 
Health Research FY26-30 under the leadership of the new NIH Director. This strategic 
framework marks a long-overdue commitment to addressing the comprehensive needs of people 
with disabilities and embedding disability issues across the NIH research portfolio. The plan 
outlines actions to enhance data collection, support scientists with disabilities, promote study 
designs relevant to disability populations, and ensure that the needs of people with disabilities 
are identified and visible in the nation’s health research agenda. 
 
Finally, we urge Congress to fully exercise its role of authorizing and overseeing any 
reorganization of the 27 NIH Institutes and Centers currently being contemplated by the 
administration. This should include a deliberative legislative process with robust opportunities 
for public input, including hearings by relevant committees of jurisdiction. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and for your continued support of policies and programs that 
advance health, function, and opportunity for people with disabilities. We look forward to 
continuing to work with you to ensure that medical rehabilitation and disability research remains 
a national priority in FY 2026 and beyond. 

Sincerely, 

 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research Coalition (DRRC) Members 
Academy of Spinal Cord Injury Professionals 
American Association on Health & Disability* 
American Occupational Therapy Association* 
American Orthotic & Prosthetic Association 
American Physical Therapy Association* 
American Spinal Injury Association 



 

American Therapeutic Recreation Association 
Association of Academic Physiatrists* 
Association of Rehabilitation Nurses 
Brain Injury Association of America*  
Clinician Task Force 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
RESNA 
The Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation 
United Spinal Association 
VisionServe Alliance 
 
DRRC Steering Committee Member* 
 
 
Additional Supporting Organizations 
Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living 
Beyond-Impact LLC 
Brain Injury Alliance of New Jersey 
Brain Injury Association of Michigan 
Craig H. Neilsen Foundation 
Craig Hospital 
Creighton University 
Deaf Equality 
Deaf Intervention Services, LLC 
Disability Section, American Public Health Association 
Gallaudet University 
Gaylord Specialty Healthcare 
George Fox University 
Global Partners United 
Hilopa’a Family to Family, Inc. 
Illinois Harm Reduction & Recovery Coalition 
Institute for Matching Person and Technology  
KAHCPD (The Korean Association of Health Care for People with Disabilities) 
Kessler Foundation 
Lakeshore Foundation 
MetroHealth Rehabilitation Institute 
New Disabled South 
New York Presbyterian Hospital  
New York-Presbyterian Medical Center 
Northwell Health 
Oklahoma Statewide Independent Living Council 
OSU Wexner Medical Center 
Placer Independent Resource Services 



 

Progress Center for Independent Living 
Quilez Management Solutions 
Raising the Floor  
Research and Training Center on Independent Living 
Rural Advocates for Independent Living, 
Saint Joseph's University 
Shepherd Center 
SKIL Resource Center 
Southeast Kansas Independent Living 
The Disability Resource Center of the Rappahannock Area, Inc. 
The Orthotics and Prosthetics Foundation for Education and Research 
The Statewide Independent Living Council of Illinois 
TransCen, Inc 
Unite 2 Fight Paralysis 
University of Illinois Chicago 
University of Illinois Chicago, Department of Occupational Therapy 
University of New Haven 
University of Pittsburgh 
USAHS 
Western Oregon University 
Wyoming SILC  
Yes! Access 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Supporting Individuals  
 
Brittany Adams   
Shutesbury, MA 
 
Kelsey Anbuhl   
Omaha, NE 
 
Kim Anderson   
Cleveland, OH 
 
Erin Andrews-Ash   
Austin, TX 
 
Amy Anheuser Goldstein   
Denver, CO 
 
Greg Ayotte   
Herndon, VA 
 
Joanne Baird   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Alissa Baker 
Grand Rapids, MI 
 
Sarah Barton   
Durham, NC 
 
David Beck   
Oakmont, PA 
 
Heather Becker   
Austin, TX 
 
Jordan Bell   
Newton, IA 
 
Kathleen Bell   
Bellingham, WA 
 
Kim Bellon 
San Jose, CA 

 
 
Jessie Bennett   
Durham, NH 
 
Wendy Beukelman   
Lafayette, CO 
 
Hari Bharadwaj   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Brandon Biggs   
Atlanta, GA 
 
Fedora Biney 
Birmingham, AL 
 
Emily Blunt   
Atlanta, GA 
 
Jay Bogaards   
Houston, TX 
 
Jennifer Bogner   
Lancaster, OH 
 
Allyn Bove   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Michelle Bradshaw   
Ithaca, NY 
 
Natalie Brahm   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Rebecca Breaux   
Broomfield, CO 
 
Rachelle Brick   
Parkland, FL 
 
Allysin Bridges-German   
Hampstead, MD 



 

Kalyn Briggs   
Billings, MT 
 
Allen W. Brown, MD   
Rochester, MN 
 
Tammy Bruegger   
Kansas City, MO 
 
Sean Bruna   
Charleaton, SC 
 
Laura Bryant   
Independence, KS 
 
Gianna Buffano   
Geneva, IL 
 
Anita Bundy   
Estes Park, CO 
 
Laurel Buxbaum   
Philadelphia, PA 
 
David Cahn   
Waltham, MA 
 
Xinsheng Cai   
Alexandria, VA 
 
Angela Caldwell   
Washington, PA 
 
Jorge Candiotti   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Renee Carey   
Lakewood, CO 
 
Scott Carrillo   
Chicago, IL 
 
 

Dahlia Castillo   
Weslaco, TX 
 
Maureen Cavanaugh   
New York, NY 
 
Yuying Chen 
Birmingham, AL 
 
Monita Chatterjee   
Omaha, NE 
 
Evelyn Cherow   
Bethesda, MD 
 
Julia Chevan   
Northampton, MA 
 
Yong Choi   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Yolanda Clark   
Helena, AL 
 
Allison Coffin   
Omaha, NE 
 
Patrick Corrigan 
Chicago, IL 
 
Ethan Coston   
Richmond, VA 
 
Glen Cottn   
Highland Park, IL 
 
James Coughlan   
San Francisco, CA 
 
Rachel Cowan 
Birmingham, AL 
 
 



 

Carlos Crespo   
Chicago, IL 
 
Bevin Croft   
Watertown, MA 
 
Rita Daly   
Ithaca, NY 
 
Tenika Danley   
Montgomery, AL 
 
Christina Davis   
Pennsylvania 
 
Bonnie Decker   
Sun City Center, FL 
 
Christina Derbidge   
Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Brooke Dexheimer   
Richmond, VA 
 
Michael Walsh Dickey   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Carmen DiGiovine   
Columbus, OH 
 
Katherine Dimitropoulou   
New York, NY 
 
M. Nicole D. DiPiro 
Charleston, SC 
 
Benjamin Dirlikov   
San Jose, CA 
 
Allysa Dittmar   
Ellicott City, MD 
 
 

Miranda Donnelly   
Glen Arm, MD 
 
Pamela Dunlap   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Leah Dunn   
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Trevor Dyson-Hudson, M.D. 
West Orange, NJ 
 
Barbara Elleman   
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Brittany Engelman 
New York, NY 
 
Riley Ericson   
West Des Moines, IA 
 
William Evans   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Leah Fabiano   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Gary J Farkas 
Miami, FL 
 
Diana Feldhacker   
West Des Moines, IA 
 
Goeran Fiedler   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Edelle C Field-Fote 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Shannan Flanagan   
Chicago, IL 
 
 



 

Anne Fleischer   
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Erin Foster Voegtli   
Saint Louis, MO 
 
Allison Fracchia 
Jackson, MS 
 
Janet Freburger   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Janna Friedly   
Bellevue, WA 
 
Sam Friedman, PhD, Professor of 
Population Health   
Highland Park, NJ 
 
Katherine Froehlich-Grobe   
Parker, CO 
 
Deborah Gaebler   
Chicago, IL 
 
Kendrea Garand   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Ona Gardner 
Hoboken, NJ 
 
Angella Gardener 
 
Bryan Gee   
Pocatello, ID 
 
Michael Gerg   
Stafford Springs, CT 
 
Gilbert Gimm   
Vienna, VA 
 
 

Nicholas Giudice   
Portland, ME 
 
Lisa Goffman   
Omaha, NE 
 
Katherine Golden   
Scituate, MA 
 
Tim Golden   
Scituate, MA 
 
Peter H. Gorman, MD 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Wendy Gower   
Cortland, NY 
 
Sabrina Gowette   
Henderson, NV 
 
Susan Graff   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Laura Graham Holmes   
New York City, NY 
 
Emily Grattan   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Tara Griffiths   
Findlay, OH 
 
Julia Guzman   
New York, NY 
 
Kassidy Hacobarth   
Mount Pleasant, IA 
 
Jean Hall   
Olathe, KS 
 
 



 

Joy Hammel   
Chicago, IL 
 
Diane Harper   
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Amy Hartman   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Daniella Hauser   
Wingate, NC 
 
Henry C. Hrdlicka, PhD 
New Britain, CT 
 
Megan Henly   
Nottingham, NH 
 
Eric Hicks   
Buda, TX 
 
Brian Higdon 
Jacksonville, FL 
 
Susanne Higgins   
Naperville, IL 
 
Valerie Hill   
Columbus, OH 
 
Jeanne Hoffman   
Lake Forest Park, WA 
 
Tiffany Hogan   
Melrose, MA 
 
Nathan Hogaboom 
West Orange, NJ 
 
Willi Horner-Johnson   
Milwaukie, OR 
 
 

Kelsee Hove   
Des Moines, IA 
 
Dana Howell   
Richmond, KY 
 
Catherine Hoyt   
St. Louis, MO 
 
Julia Huyck   
Kent, OH 
 
James Irrgang   
Murrysville, PA 
 
Elizabeth Jacobs   
Tucson, AZ 
 
Sabrina Jamal-Eddine   
Chicago, IL 
 
Aieya Jean-Francois   
Atlanta, GA 
 
Mackenzie Jones   
Helena, MT 
 
Lisa Juckett   
Columbus, OH 
 
Audrey Kane   
Richmond, VA 
 
Patricia Karg   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Pamela Kasyan-Howe   
Ft Lauderdale, FL 
 
Moni Keen   
Summerville, SC 
 
 



 

Kathy Kelly   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Erika Kemp   
Columbus, OH 
 
Jae Kennedy, PhD 
Spokane, WA 
 
Kelly Kennedy   
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Jessica Kersey   
St. Louis, MO 
 
Jessica Ketchum   
Englewood, CO 
 
Sama Khoja   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Hyun Ju Kim   
Hampton, NH 
 
Grace J Kim 
New York, NY 
 
Kyutae Kim 
New York, NY 
 
Yoojin Kim Lopez   
Columbus, OH 
 
Anne Kiraly-Alvarez   
Wheaton, IL 
 
Pamela Kisala   
Durham, NC 
 
Tamara Kittelson   
Minneapolis, MN 
 
 

Jack Kleine   
Walnut Creek, CA 
 
Samantha Kolkey, LCSW   
Evanston, IL 
 
Alicia Koontz   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Jessica Kramer   
Gainesville, FL 
 
Emily Kringle   
Hopkins, MN 
 
Nicole Kuhl   
Des Moines, IA 
 
Jamie Kulzer   
Mars, PA 
 
Jaekyeong Kwon   
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Hope Lancaster   
Omaha, NE 
 
Shelly Lane   
Fort Collins, CO 
 
Michelle Lange   
Arvada, CO 
 
Laura Lauck   
Madison, WI 
 
Amanda Lauer   
Baltimore, MD 
 
Edward Lawlor   
Chicago, IL 
 
 



 

Jerrod Lawrence   
Omaha, NE 
 
Raeann LeBlanc   
Royalston, MA 
 
Paul Leng 
Denton, TX 
 
David Logerstedt 
Ambler, PA 
 
Whitney Lucas   
Sioux Falls, SD 
 
Whitney Luke   
Columbus, OH 
 
Susan Magasi   
Chicago, IL 
 
Lisa Mahaffey   
Plainfield, IL 
 
Colleen Mahet   
New York, NY 
 
Jordana Maisel   
Buffalo, NY 
 
Karen Majeski   
Cheshire, CT 
 
Tina Mankey   
Conway, AR 
 
Lynn Marro   
Millsboro, DE 
 
Jennifer Marwitz 
Birmingham, AL 
 

Cara Masselink 
Caledonia, MI 
 
Erin Mathia   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Angela McCombs   
Davenport, IA 
 
Christine McConnell   
Asheville, NC 
 
Bryan McCormick   
Wilmington, DE 
 
Shari McDowell, PT, DPT 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Christine McNichols   
Richmond, VA 
 
Dave Mellick   
Englewood, CO 
 
Anand Mhatre   
Columbus, OH 
 
Erin Michael, PT, DPT, ATP/SMS 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Valerie Miller   
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Mara Mills 
New York, NY 
 
Marissa Mirecki 
Smyrna, GA 
 
Mansha Mirza   
Chicago, IL 
 
 



 

Harold Mitchell   
Atlanta, GA 
 
Monika Mitra   
Newton, MA 
 
Claire Morress   
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Megan Morris   
Denver, CO 
 
Kathleen Murphy 
Austin, TX 
 
Kelly Neal   
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Juliane Negron   
Littleton, CO 
 
Dawb Nilsen   
Little Egg Harbor, NJ 
 
Connor O'Brien   
Malden, MA 
 
Therese O'Neil-Pirozzi   
Boston, MA 
 
Candice Osborne   
Menlo Park, CA 
 
Rosaline Owusu   
Macungie, PA 
 
Jon Pearlman   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Julie Piriano 
Aurora, IL 
 
 

Beth Pfeiffer   
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Shanti Pinto   
Dallas, TX 
 
Jessica Pollock   
Columbus, OH 
 
Adam Popchak   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Katharine Preissner   
Chicago, IL 
 
Kevin Pritchard   
Boston, MA 
 
Amanda Rabinowitz   
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Ketki Raina   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Sue Ram   
Houston, TX 
 
Lisa Rapport   
Detroit, MI 
 
Halley Read   
Portland, OR 
 
Lina Reiss   
Portland, OR 
 
Stacey Reynolds   
Richmond, VA 
 
Laura Rice   
Urbana, IL 
 
 



 

Dawn Richardson   
Springfield, IL 
 
Jennifer Ro   
Sugar Hill, GA 
 
Monica Robinson   
Columbus, OH 
 
Monika Robinson   
Oak Park, IL 
 
Amanda Rodriguez   
Springfield, MA 
 
Zoila Rojas   
New York, NY 
 
Jon Rose   
San Carlos, CA 
 
Deeyana Roshanzaer   
Irvine, CA 
 
Teagan Sailors   
Lubbock, TX 
 
Angelle Sander   
Houston, TX 
 
Courtney Sasse   
Fort Wayne, IN 
 
Annmarie Scalise Kinsella   
Utica, NY 
 
Carol Scheerer   
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Arlene Schmid   
Fort Collins, CO 
 
 

Jeffrey Schneider, MD   
Cambridge, MA 
 
Katlin Schultz   
Gahanna, OH 
 
Ariel Schwartz   
Arlington, MA 
 
Shannon Scott   
Dundee, NY 
 
Mitch Sevigny   
Englewood, CO 
 
Lindsay Sheehan   
Chicago, IL 
 
Michele Sheehan   
Kansasville, WI 
 
Rachael Sherman   
Littleton, CO 
 
Emily Shuman   
Colorado Springs, CO 
 
Valerie Shuman   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Phyllis Simon   
New York, NY 
 
Elizabeth Skidmore   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Chloe Slocum   
Boston, MA 
 
Mardi Solomon   
Bellingham, WA 
 
 



 

Carrie Solomon, OTD, OTR/L   
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Andrew Sprague   
Oakmont, PA 
 
Brittany St John   
Seattle, WA 
 
Beatriz St. John   
San Francisco, CA 
Amy Starosta   
Seattle, WA 
 
Sean Starosta   
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Edward Steinfeld   
Buffalo, NY 
 
Adam Sterczala   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Brocha Stern   
New York, NY 
 
Peter Steyger   
Council Bluffs, IA 
 
Sara Story   
Valparaiso, IN 
 
Amanda Suderman   
Englewood, CO 
 
Beth Sullivan   
San Diego, CA 
 
Colleen Sunderlin   
Utica, NY 
 
Kelli Talley   
Chester, VA 

Santani Teng   
San Francisco, CA 
 
Miranda Terry   
Nashville, TN 
 
Kimberly The   
Henderson, NV 
 
Amanda Therrien, PhD   
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Deanna Thorne   
Leavenworth, KS 
 
Whitney Thurman   
Austin, TX 
 
Patricia Tomsic   
Charlotte, NC 
 
Michael Urban   
Cheshire, CT 
 
Nicolaas van den Heever   
Dallas, TX 
 
Gena Vargas   
Wilmington, DE 
 
Anika Vartan   
Rockville, MD 
 
Stacey Vieyra-Braendle   
Salem, OR 
 
Cheryl Vines, MS   
Los Osos, CA 
 
Marcy Waring   
Orlando, FL 
 
 



 

Glenda Watkins   
Richmond, VA 
 
Renee Watling   
Tacoma, WA 
 
Jennifer Weaver   
Fort Collins, CO 
 
Michelle Webb   
Cornelius, NC 
 
Jocelyn Weber   
Avon Lake, OH 
 
Laura Wehrli   
Denver, CO 
 
Heather Weller   
Chicago, IL 
 
Kimberly Wilkinson   
Ithaca, NY 
 
LaDonna Williams   
Kirksville, MO 
 
Jennifer Wingrat   
Baltimore, MD 
 
Aaron Wong   
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Lise Worthen-Chaudhari   
Columbus, OH 
 
Dr. Christine Wright   
Jonesboro, AR 
 
Robyn Wu   
Oakland, CA 
 
 

Ceren Yarar-Fisher   
Columbus, OH 
 
Anne Zachry   
Germantown, TN 
 
Hallie Zeleznik   
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Shannon Zhou   
Woodbury, MN 
 
 


